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hoopoe symbolism in ancient Egyptian religion

Dr. Seham El-Sayed Abd el Hameed Essae
Abstract:

This beautiful migratory bird can be found all year long in
Egypt. It nests in burrows and hollow trees. Young hoopoes were
captured and grown as pets. Even the child god Harpocrates is at
times shown holding such a bird. According to Horapollo (5th
century CE) the hoopoe was famous for being grateful towards
its parents, to which Claudius Aelianus (around 200 CE) in his
On the Nature of Animals added that grown hoopoes were
honoured for being doting parents, without giving a reason
though.

While representations of hoopoes are not rare and there is even
a hoopoe hieroglyph, Teewith the phonetic value of Db, the
Egyptian word for hoopoe has not yet been identified with any
certainty. The demotic ggpt on the other hand appears in a
number of magical spells, where above all the bird's heart or
blood are used. A love spell calls for a live hoopoe:a hoopoe
(Upupa epops africana), a hieroglyphic sign (G22 in
Gardiner’s list). It is often seen in nature perched on the
acacia tree. It is possibly named dbsw in ancient
Egyptian, “the crowned/crested one,” . Hoopoes appear in
tombs mainly in three contexts: bird-trapping scenes
(e.g., in the Saqqara tomb of

Htphrht, 5th Dynasty), perched on a tree,and in the
hands of children. In this last case, the child often holds
his father’s staff in one hand, while his other hand holds
the hoopoe; in other versions of the scene another bird is
held by the child. These aspects will be handled in the current
study in detail.
Key words : Hoopoe - Sacred Birds- Ancient Egyptian Gods —
Sacred trees - Sycomore tree -acacia tree.
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